
•  Avoid adding any water to the concrete mix, as it will increase the 
water-cement ratio (a maximum w/c ratio of .45 is recommended) and  
can lead to reduction in strength and increase in concrete permeability.

•  Avoid spraying water on the surface to enhance finishability – use a 
concrete finishing aid or evaporation retarder.

•  Allow any bleed water to evaporate from the surface prior to 
continuing the finishing process. Working the bleed water back into the 
concrete surface increases the water-cement ratio at the surface, which 
will weaken the concrete surface and can lead to surface defects.

•  Avoid overworking the surface as it can negatively impact the air 
content of the concrete at the surface, making it susceptible to surface 
defects in freeze-thaw conditions.

Curing for additional surface strength and durability
PoreTite mixes protect concrete pavements and act like a topical sealer 
from the first day, but to ensure your concrete fully cures and the surface 
achieves its maximum strength and durability, it is still recommended to 
apply a curing compound as soon as possible after the concrete is poured 
and hard enough that the surface will not be marred. Please note, water-
based curing compounds or cure and seal products are not compatible 
with PoreTite mixes – a solvent-based product should be used.

Curing is one of the most important steps in quality concrete 
construction and recommended any time you pour concrete. Curing 
is the process of maintaining moisture in freshly placed concrete long 
enough for it to gain its designed strength. Properly cured concrete 
is stronger, more resistant to freeze thaw damage and other surface 
defects, and more durable than uncured concrete. Ambient conditions 
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like low humidity and wind will increase the evaporation rate of water  
in the concrete and will likely compromise the concrete qualities. In cold 
weather, please refer to ACI 308R-01: Guide to Curing Concrete, and 
adequately protect the concrete from freezing.

Sealing for maximum protection
Even though PoreTite mixes provide protection against freeze thaw 
damage and deicing salts and chemicals, you can still use the “belt and 
suspenders” approach and ensure your concrete has maximum protection 
by applying a topical, solvent-based acrylic sealer or cure and seal. 
Applying an additional topical acrylic cure and seal will help the surface 
of the concrete from drying out and can potentially mitigate issues like 
shrinkage cracks or crazing.  Traditional acrylic cure and seals  
will break down and wear away after one year, but you will still have an 
extra layer of protection during the concrete’s first year, when it is most 
vulnerable to damage from deicing chemicals.* 

PoreTite mixes are also available for use with decorative colored 
concrete, without affecting the desired concrete color. However, a 
solvent-based concrete sealer should be used in all colored concrete 
applications to enhance the vibrancy of the colored concrete.

* The American Concrete Institute (ACI) recommends not using any deicing salts 
or chemicals for the first year of service. Use sand or other coarse materials for 
traction during the concrete’s first winter.


